iat eae we a ee 7 5 
} ’ BOS ah hi +135, 


* f 
/ /? 
pee 
meee) 


1952.07¢2b 
fas REPORTS 


a / OF THE 
4 


> SELECTMEN, 
TREASURER, 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, 


AND 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL (omMMITTEE. 


TOWN OF HARRISVILLE, 


YEAR ENDING MARCH Ist, 


1879. 


— ~+er-— 


KEENE: 
PRINTED AT THE CHESHIRE REPUBLICAN OFFICE. 
Lees. 


zx F 08 EA AAT Co} ie ae ~ 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 


STATE LIBRARY 


r 
) 


. 

a 
« 

ie 


we 


Mi 


REPORTS 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN, 
_ TREASURER, 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, 


AND 


SUPERINTENDING ScHOOL CoMMITTEE, 


TOWN OF HARRISVILLE, 


YEAR ENDING MARCH Isr, 


1879. 


-——_—~4 @->—_—- 


KEENE: 
PRINTED AT THE CHESHIRE REPUBLICAN OFFICE. 
LS 69, 


i Sass 
‘ea 
utes 


Py 
~ 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen would respectfully submit the following report 
of the financial affairs of the town: 


Total valuation, April, 1878, ) $334,230 00 
Reduced, ‘“ £5 es I,671 15 
Amount of tax assessed, 4,494 29 
Number of dogs 48, tax assessed, 52 00 
LIABILITIES. 
Outstanding notes and interest, $13,841 68 
ASSETS. 

Outstanding taxes, 1876, 4 $ 10 83 
LG Pee LP ke 40 00 

“ CLOTS. 218 40 

Cash value of fund owned by town, 1,417 39 
Due from county for support of paupers, 48 65 
Balance in treasury, 1,542 25 
‘ $3,277 52 

Balance against town, $10,564 16 


The town has the following sums to be applied to the support 
of schools the ensuing year: 
Literary fund, 1 Be $75 20 
Interest on school fund, 49.55 
Dog tax in treasury, 52 00 


4 


We would recommend to be raised by tax the ensuing year the 
following sums: 


To pay State tax, $ 924 00 
To pay County tax, 750 00 
For the support of schools, 800 00 
To defray town charges, 450 00 
For breaking roads in winter, 400 00 
To pay town debt and invterest, 1,500 00 

Total, $4,824 OV 
Amount raised last year, $4,494 29 
Amount exceeding last year, S 329 71 


This, we estimate, will pay one thousand dollars of the princi- 
pal, and the interest of our PRESENT indebtedness. 
Amount of gratuity voted to the Manchester and 


Keene Railroad, Aug. 24, 1872, $17,449 05 
Amount already paid, 11,100 00 
6é 6é unpaid, $ 6,349 05 

For the repair of highways in summer, we would 
recommend the usual*sum, $800 00 


GEO. F. TUFTS, 


SAMUEL D. BEMIS, ) Selectmen 
WINSLOW ROYCE, 


oO 
Harrisville 


REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR. 


DR. 
1878. 
Amount received from County at the April term of 
Court, $ 58 65 
October term of Court, 265 19 
Received from town treasurer, 174 89 
$498 73 
CR. 

Mar. 16 Paid J. M. Farnum for provisions tor Jonas 
Wight, $6 50 
April 2. Mary Ann Yardly support of Martha Cobb, 31 82 
30 J. M. Farnum, provisions, for Jonas Wight, 7 70 
May 11 W. B. Fitch for ditto, 9 00 
18 F. Stratton, burial expenses of Francis Durant, 13 00 
18 To help Mrs. Finney and children out of town, 10 00 
June 10 J. M. Farnum, provisions for Jonas Wight, 14 00 
10 J. Whitney Buckminster for ditto, 1 60 
Sept. 5 F. Stratton, burial expenses of Thomas Daily, 10 00 
5 F. Stratton, burial expenses of Thomas Cahill, 10 00 
Oct. 1 Hiram Blake, agent, house rent for Jonas Wight, 24 00 
16 Peter Fish, support of County paupers, 10 67 
16 Geo. F. Tufts, aid to County pauper, 5 00 
16 DPD. D. Curran, aid to County paupers, 7 00 


Oct. 16 
16 

16 

19 

19 
Nov. 2 
13 

16 

24 
1879. 
Jan. 22 
Feb. 10 
14 

24 


26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
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Daniel Sullivan, aid to County paupers, 

Wm. H. Jones, aid to County paupers, 

John McWilliams, aid to County paupers, 
Wm. H. Jones, aid to County paupers, 

John M. Barry, aid to County paupers, 

Mary Ann Yardly, support of Martha Cobb, 
John M. Farnum, provisions for Jonas Wight, 
W. C. Prouty, wood for ditto, 

Hiram Blake, agent, house rent for ditto, 


. D. Bemis, support of County pauper, 

aaa} ‘* removing pauper to almshouse, 

J. R. Beal, clothing for J. Wight, 

S. D. Bemis, for board and removing pauper 
to almshouse, 

J. M. Barry, provisions for Levi Gosseau, 

Winslow Royce, keeping transient paupers, 

Wm. H. Jones, provisions for pauper, 

Wm. H. Jones, boots, a 

Wm. H. Jones, provisions ‘‘ station-house, 


- TH 


GHOME DUETS ua 
WINSLOW ROYCE, 


SAMUEL D. BEMIS, ane 


3 65 

80 
5 00 
2 50 
17.12 


$498 73 


Poor. 


HARRISVILLE, Feb. 26, 1879. 
This certifies that | have examined the above overseers’ account 
and find the same to be correctly cast and properly vouched. 


CHARLES C. P. HARRIS, Auditor. 


TOWN AGENT'S REPORT. 


The undersigned agent, having charge of the School and Min- 
isterial Funds, submits the following report: 


April 15, 1878, Received on A. Smith’s note, interest, $45 35 
Jan. 8 1879, a interest on Marlboro’ Bonds, 39 70 


BRS OS 


April 15, 1878, Paid Town Treasurer, interest 


school fund, $22 67 
a «< C. C. P. Harris, interest 
on ministerial fund, 11 82 
* ‘* G W. Mason, interest 
ministerial fund, Bg le Vi 
Jan. 10, 1879, ‘¢ Town Treasurer, interest 
school fund, 19 86 
Bf << (C¢.C.P. Harris, interest 
ministerial fund, 9 92 
15, ‘¢ Benj. Willard, interest 
ministerial fund, 9 92 


Balance, O4 


Funds invested as follows: 


Town note held by Aaron Sinith, $755 95 
Marlboro’ Town Bonds, 661 64 
$1417 59 | 


Harrisville, March 1, 1879. 
AARON SMITH, Agent 


HARRISVILLE, March 1, 1879. 
We hereby certify that we find the accounts of the Town Agent 
correct, and the funds properly secured. 


SAMUEL D. BEMIS, >) Selectmen 
GEO. F. TUFTS, of 
WINSLOW ROYCE, _) Harrisville. 


REPORT OF LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


The undersigned Committee in charge of Harrisville Public 


Library make the following report: 
Balance unexpended, March 1, 1878, 


Appropriation for. 1878, 
Harrisville Levee, 


Pottersville 
Fines collected, 
Catalogues sold, 


PER CONTRA. 
Paid C. H. Hayward, expenses purchasing 
books, 
Aaron Smith, expenses purchasing 
books, f 


Estes & Lauriat, books, 
R. R. freight bill, 


Farnum & Scott, labels and cards, 


-Estes & Lauriat, books, 


A. W. Lovering, ‘ 


J. H. Steele, age gee 
J.H. Steele, <P a GD 
J. H. Steele, blank books, &c , 


Balance, 


paper for covers, 


9 volumes, 


6 


46 


$ 6 78 


100 00 
71°55 
18 19 
2 OL 
1 70 


$ 16 75 


O11 


bo 
bo =F bb 8 
or 


es) 


1 1-2 


$200 23 


$200 23 


8 1-2 


Number of volumes in library, March 1, 1878, 475 

f added during the year, 219 
Total number catalogued, March 1, 1879, 694 
Number of cards issued to ‘** 1, * 461 
Number of books issued during the year, 5662 


We have the satisfaction in believing the library is steadily 
increasing in popularity, which confirms the wisdom of the town 
in its establishment. 

In closing we desire to bear witness to the faithful labors of 
our Librarian, Mrs. M. J. Farwell, whose judgment, zeal and 
devotion has been of incaleulable value. 

Harrisville, March 1, 1879. 

AARON SMITH, 
CYRUS H. HAYWARD, ¥ essary Committee. 
EDWIN P. HUNT, 


1878. 
Feb. 28 
Mar. 21 
April 4 

4 

13 

15 

27 

May 16 
June 5 
25 

28 

29 

29 

29 

AP 9 Nga 
3 

8 

29 

Sept. 17 
Opty (1 
9 

24 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash on hand, 
Cemetery Lot, Riverside Lot 28, 
Samuel D. Bemis, support of County Paupers, 
Selectmen for use of Vown, 
is from Roebent Estate, 
Aaron Smith, Schoo! Fund, 
Darius Farwell, Collector Taxes, 1877, 
Cemetery Lot, 
Darius Farwell, Collector taxes for 1878, 


oe eé o% “é ee sc 


Selectmen for use of ‘Town. 


Darius Farwell, Collector taxes for 1878, 
Selectmen for use of Town, 
Darius Farwell, Collector, 
Cemetery Lot, Island Cemetery, 
Darius Farwell, Collector, Taxes, 
6 6 “ 6 
Selectmen for use of Town, 
Darius Farwell, Collector, 
Selectmen for support of County Paupers, 


to 


$392 
6 


200 
17 
22 

100 
12 

300 

200 

150 

200 

200 

200 

100 

100 
10 

106 

100 

1000 
dd0 


265 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Feb. 


a 


10 


Cemetery Lot, Island Cemetery, $ 5 00 
“6 aE: sé 12 00 

6 sé ee e< 12 00 
Darius Farwell, Collector, Michael Cashier, 4 00 
* ue J Powell & Gowing, 7 98 

LAD thy SP he Willis A. Washburn, 6 65 

“6 ts a 200 00 

“s se 4 150 00 

4G e a Taxes for 1877, 100 00 
Cemetery Lot, Island Cemetery, 4 00 
Savings Bank tax, 695 10 
Literary fund. ‘ 62 90 
Darius Farwell, Collector taxes for 1878, 300 00 
Selectmen for use of Town, 800 00 
Darius Farwell, Collector, Cyrus Hayward, 17 63 
$s “s eS & “s 800 00 

: H ty as +f 150 00 
Selectmen for use of Town, 5000 00 
er ie J 5600 00 

r af * 1000 00 
Darius Farwell, Collector, William Lakin, 25 54 
et ny cA taxes for 1878, 200 00 
Aaron Smith, interest on school fund, 19 86 
Darius Farwell, Collector, Daniel M. Townsend, 25 86 
fs “ “s 100 00 

“ ‘ 3 1878, 200 00 

“s te ae Joseph Colburn, 12 44 

3 rs 1878, 200 00 

ss Je + Dog tax, 1878, 38 00 

£s os BS Liao eas CF 14 00 

3 A interest on taxes, 1877, 13 12 
Liquor fund, 15 16 
Darius Farwell, Collector taxes for 1877, 21 00 
cs a ot fe 1878, 340 00 


(ee eee 


$20440 99 


1878. 
Noy. 11 
29 


April 15 


June 12 
Oct. 


July 13 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


STATE AND COUNTY. 


Paid County tax, 
State tax, 


NOTES AND INTEREST. 


Aaron Smith, Interest on note against the 
town, 

Wellington Seaver, Interest, 

George F. Tufts, Notes and Interest, 

Aaron Smith, Amos Sargent Note, 

Darius Farwell, Interest, 


Note, Citizens’ National Bank, 
William Halpin, Interest, 


Cheshire Provident Institution, balance of 
Note, 

Cheshire Provident Institution, Interest on 
same, 

William Halpin, Interest on same, 


SCHOOL-HOUSE TAX. 
Amos Wardwell, District No. 1, 


$ 743 48 
924 00 


Sod 


$1667 48 


$ 45 35 
18 00 
1063 00 
18 00 
6 00 


1500 00 
9 00 
200 00 
3 00 


9 00 


$2871 35 


$50 00 


- 1878, 


June 


July 


July 


Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 


Aug , 


Dec. 


10 
25 


= 
. 


Io ob 


1878. 
April 19 


May 


11}; 


11 
11 
ll 
7 
29 


12 
SCHOOLS. 


Edwin P. Hunt, School listriet No. 1; 


David M. Townsend, School District No. 4, 


George F. Bemis, 4 ce 
William W. Yardly, ig fh 
Dublin, 
Henry J. Farwell, a 3s 
John Rutherford, By te 
Edwin P. Hunt, i A 
Henry J. Farwell, ie a 
George I. Bemis, ae 4 
Edwin P. Hunt, 44 ty 
George I. Bemis, sy 
Edwin P. Hunt, i ss 
Silas Follett, i ‘5 
Nelson, 
John Rutherford, 4 hy 
Henry J. Farwell, " te 
George I. Bemis, OR i 
Wm. Yardly, f ‘ 
Dublin, 
David M. Townsend, ** as 
Edwin P. Hunt, , i 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Merrill J. Russell, railings for highway, 
Joel Bancroft, plank for bridges, 
Charles J. Smith, raitings for highway, 
Charles C. Farwell, plank for bridges, 
Nelson Yardly, repaiving bridges, 

Joel F. Mason, labor vn highway, 


9 


“> 


6, 


aa 


rb Ot ee pe OF Or 
Dn. EP a eh a, Se eB oe 


Co me bS 
is 


Do} & GS Ww bo 
CHOOT DO:= Cae One 
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18 


50 
175 


00 


3: 


13 


60 


98 
92 


—_—_ —- ——— 


$1000 


$ 5 
2 
2 
+ 
4 
9) 


4] 


18 
14 
85 
37 
00 
67 


W.B. F. Rowe, repair of highway and bridges, EL Te 


June 17 
29 
29 


13 


Merrill J. Russell, labor on highway, 


66 ee 66 46 


Winslow Royce, ee fe 
George W. Barker, ‘“ be 
Charles H Nye, = es 
Darius Farwell, as a 
Charles A Bemis, ‘ Ke 
Gilman Kendall, “s + 
Charles C. Farwell, ‘ es 
Gilman Gilchrist, 2 ss 
George Woods - fi 
Wellington Seaver, ‘‘ Bs 
Benjamin Willard,  ‘< bs 
Martin M. Mason, or es 
C. K. Towne, A, a¢ 
Joseph Eaves, ry 4s 
Chas. A. Bemis, plank for bridge and sand, 


Merrill J. Russell, gravel for highway, 
Winslow Royce, labor on highway, 
Henry M. Stevens, repairing highway ; 
Merrill J. Russell, ES 

Joel A. Mason, be a 
Gilman Kendall, eS s* 


Samuel D. Bemis, labor on washout, 
Darius Farwell, labor on highway, 
Chas. A. Bemis, washout on highway, 
George W. Mason, labor, 

George W. Barker, repairing, 
Winslow Royce, s 

Sylvester T. Symond’s plank, 
Francis Stratton, 

Edward Sargent, repairing bridge, 
Merrill J. Russell, 

Orlando Fogg, 

Gilman Gilchrist, cutting brush, 


bo o> SI po Oo 
x] 
co 


td 


10 00 
3 00 


$935 93 


14 
BREAKING ROADS. 


1878. 

May 11 Joel Bancroft, $19 97 
11 George W. Barker, 39 09 
George W. Woods, 9 18 
Gilman Kendall, 24 96 
Benjamin. Willard, | be 13 19 
David M. Townsend, 10 53 
Martin M. Mason, 14 58 
hy tf 40 37 
Corbin C. Farwell, 15 66 
Edward E. Sargent, 4 32 
J. G. Lakin, 2 70 
Chas. C. Farwell, 6 10 
Gilman Gilchrist, 8 83 
doseph Eaves, 47 20 
May 16 Darius Farwell, ae 3 78 
17 James A. Mason, 5 48 
17. Joel F. Mason, 9 39 
18 -Goerge W. Seaver, ; 5 90 
18 S. W. Bowen, 9 18 
21 Henry Adams, 2 15 
25 Merrill J. Russell, 32 42 
29 W.B. F. Rowe, 6 22 
July 11 William Halpin, 1 98 
Aug. 8 John C. Barry, 5 00 
Spina ‘¢ 7 00 
Oct. 4 Charles Seaver, 9 39 
Feb. 10 John Rutherford, 6 12 
$560 69 

SUPPORT OF PAUPERS. 
Mech. 16 John M. Barry, provision for Levi Goseau, 3 28 
16 “ os cn for lockup, 6 03 
16 John M. Farnum, provision for J onas Wight, 6 50 


April 9 Mary Ann Yardly, board and clothing for 
Martha Cobb, 31 82 


June 


_— 
71-1 OS 


Sept. 


~l 


Octi 4 


Nov. 6 


Dec 11 


1879. 
Jan. 22 
Feb. 14 


14 
26 


1d 


Samuel D. Bemis, provision for Jonas Wight, 


W.B Fitch, wood for “< “ 
Francis Stratton, burial expenses of Francis 
Durant, 


John Rutherford, amount to Mrs. Finney, 

John M. Farnum, provision for Jonas Wight, 

Francis Stratton, burial expenses of Thomas 

): *Cahill, . 

Francis Stratton, burial expenses of Thomas 
Dailey, 

Hiram Blake, house rent for Jonas Wight, 

J. Adams & Co., provision for ‘‘ a 

George F. Tufts, aid furnished county paupers, 

Peter Fish, support of 3 s 

John M. Barry, provisions for paupers, 

Mary Ann Yardly, board and clothing for 
Martha Cobb, 

D. D. Curran, aid to paupers, 

Daniel Sullivan, support of county paupers, 

James Bolan, a B, a 

Wm. H. Jones, provisions for paupers, 

John M. Farnum, provisions for Jonas Wight, 

John McWilliams, support of county paupers, 

W. C. Prouty, wood for Jonas Wight, 

Hiram Blake, house rent ‘“ ‘ 


Samuel D. Bemis, support of county paupers, 
a removing pauper to alms 
house, 
J. Kh. Beal & Co., clothing for Jonas Wight, 
William H. Jones, provision for Joseph 


Brooks, 
William H. Jones, goods for county pauper, 
F + provisions for station house, 


Samuel D. Bemis, board and expense of 
removing Robert Graham to county alms 
house, 

S. E. Tuttle, care of station house and board of 
county paupers, 

Winslow Royce, keeping transient paupers, 

J. M. Barry, provision for Levi Goseau, 


24 00 


5 00 


18 00 


2 50 


no Or 
cn 
=) 


24 45 
80 
3 65 


$532 49 


1878. 
Mech. 13 
14 
April 4 
4 

18 

18 
May 11 
17 

21 

ae 
Aug. 14 
Sept. 4 
7 

Oets Tl 
1] 

16 
Nov. 4 
5 

15 

19 

20 

27 
Dec. 23 
24 
1879. 
Jan. ] 
10 

26 


16 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


Milan Harris, support of watering trough, $ 3 00 


Samuel E. Tuttle, services as policeman, 11 25 
Faulkner & Batchelder, retaining fee, 6 00 
Samuel D. Bemis, blank book and stationary, 5 40 
Julius N. Morse, printing reports, 30 00 
George F. Tufts, horse hire and expenses out 

of town, 3 25 
Martin M. Mason, plank and working non- 

resident highway tax, 6 06 
George F. Tufts, bounty on Foxes, 3 00 
Charles K. Morrison, counsel, 2 00 
Harriet E. Priest, for over assessment, 13 57 
J.C. White, painting roof of tramp house, 8 50 
ceeorge W. Flagg, damage to horse on 

highway, 62 50 

' Francis Stratton, labor on cemetery, 28 88 
_ George B. Twitchell, attendance upon Eliza 

Jennie, 20 00 
Samuel D. Bemis, telegram, blanks, etc., 1 93 
Samuel E. Tuttle, service and expenses as 

police in 1877, 14 00 
Joel Bancrott, working non-resident tax, 95 
Aaron Smith, town library, 75 00 
Fred Colony, paid for receipt books, 2 00 
Chas. A. Bemis, iron scraper, 2 25 
Fred Colony, expenses paying County 

and State tax, 4 00 
G. H. Tilden. & Co., town order book, 5 90 


S. W. Hale, on account of gratuity M. & K, 
R. R., assignment of same held by him, 5000 00 
Samuel D. Bemis, discount at bank, 10 30 


William H. Jones, in full of that portion of 
said town gratuity M. & K. R. R. of 


which he had an assignment, 5600 00 
Aaron Smith, town library, 25 00 
William H. Jones, rent of hall, 30 00 
S. D. Bemis, miscellaneous expenses, 6 55 
Geo. W. Mason, support watering-trough, 3 00 


Samuel D. Bemis, bounty on Hawks and Foxes, 3 50 
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Jan. 1 Darius Farwell, abatement of taxes, 1878, $62 28 
Solon Earle, pair of hand cuffs, 3 00 
4 4 services as policeman, 5 00 
A. N. Wardwell, services as policeman, and 
hand cuffs, 7 62 
$11,065 69 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Samuel D. Bemis, Selectman, $65 50 
George F. Tufts, *f 39 45 
Winslow Royce, - 38 00 
Fred Colony, Town Clerk and Treasurer, 50 00 
Darius Farwell, Collector of taxes, 1878, 55 00 
Charles C. P. Harris, Auditor, 2 00 
Aaron Smith, Superintendent schools, 30 00 
Francis Stratton, Sexton, 88 00 
George I. Tufts, Overseer of poor, 95 75 
Samuel D. Bemis, 4 s 21 00 
4 ' $414 70 
RECAPITULATION. 

Cash received, - $20,440 99 
Paid County tax, $ 743 48 
State tax, 924 00 
for schools, 1000 41 
school-house tax, 50 00 
notes and interest, 2871 35 
highways and bridges, 935 93 
breaking roads, 360 69 
support of poor, 532 49 
Miscellaneous expenses, ; 11065 69 
town officers’ services, 414 70 
cash on hand in treasury, 1542 20 


oe 


-_——— 


$20,440 99 $20,440 99 


HARRISVILLE, Feb. 27, 1879. 
_ This certifies that I have examined the above Town Treasurer’s 
account, and find it to be correctly cast and properly vouched. 
CHAS. C. P. HARRIS. 


Auditor. ° 
o 


RBA OLR EE 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


In compliance with the laws of the State, the following re- 
port of the condition of the schools of the town of Harrisville 
the past year is respectfully submitted : 

The amount of money raised by taxation in 1878 for the 
support of schools was $850.00, received as interest from the 
land fund $42.53, and from the Literary Fund and other 
sources $111.32, making a total of $1,003.85, being a reduc- 
tion from last year of $24.70. 


19 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES. 


Districts. Division. 
No. 1. Edwin P. Hunt, $385 22 
‘¢ 62. George F. Bemis, 211 13 
‘¢ 3. John Rutherford, 122 33 
‘6 4, David M. Townsend, 105 98 
po. Henry J. Farwell, 125 78 
‘¢ 6. Town of Dublin, . 43 60 
Se Oe ‘6 = Nelson, : 6 37 
es 5 6 66 66 3) 44 
$1,003 85 


Dist. No. 1. The Spring Term of the Grammar School 
was taught by Miss Eva A. Gitman of Goshen, N. H. Miss 
GILMAN, in the discharge of her duties, displayed dignity and 
tact, which together with her long experience in teaching, 
made the school a success, and much exceeded my expecta- 
tions. Good order, promptness and thoroughness prevailed. 

The Spring Term of the Primary School was taught by 
Miss 8S. M. Waptercu of Concord, N. H. To manage such 
a school as this it requires a liberal share of patience and for- 
bearance, and it occurred to me that there was not quite that 
degree of love and as between teacher and pupil that we 
often find which is essential to a perfect success. However, 
the term resulted satisfactorily. 

The Fall Term of .the Primary School was commenced by 
Miss S. M. Wantereu, but, by reason of ill health, she gave 
up her school the tenth week without notice to the committee. 

The Winter Term of the Grammar School was taught by 
Mr. A. K. Smiru of Northfield, Mass. “The district was for- 
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tunate in securing the services of Mr. Smita. The school 
appeared orderly and quiet at my last visit. I was especially 
pleased with the recitations of the classes in arithmetic. 

Dist. No. 2. The Spring Term was taught by Miss Apa 
M. Farwetri. The school was in a good degree a success, 
and was due to Miss FaARWELL’s earnest efforts, and her happy 
faculty of gaining the affection of her scholars. The closing 
examination was satisfactory, with one exception. It was 
difficult for me to hear distinctly the recitations. It marred 
the appearance of the school very much. When this habit 
prevails in school, it is almost impossible for a teacher to 
create an interest, such as there should be to make a school- 
room pleasant and the sessions profitable. ar 
~ The Fall Term was taught by Miss Crara R. Hearn. The 
teacher was enthusiastic in her mode of instruction, and is 
alive in all her school duties, prompt, energetic and skilful, 
and she fully sustained her reputation. The closing exami- 
nation gave evidence of a careful and thorough instruction, 
and was creditable to both the teacher and pupils. 

The Winter Term was taught by Mr. Artour P. FRENCH 
of Warwick, Mass. Mr. Frencu fully sustained his reputa- 
tion. The quiet, orderly, and thorough manner in which the 
exercises were conducted, was very gratifying. The free use 
of the blackboard and the constant review of past lessons, 
made the examination interesting. The scholars displayed a 
readiness to answer all questions with promptneéss and accuracy. 

A term of school in which writing was taught, together with 
reading and spelling, was taught by Miss Louisa C. Harpy, 
and continued two weeks, agreeably to a vote of the district. 
Very good progress was made, and was especially beneficial 
to those who were just commencing Penmanship. The term 
continued two weeks prior to the Winter term. 

Dist. No. 3. The Summer Term was under the instrue- 
tion of Miss Apprr V. Barker. ‘The teacher seemed young, 
but her.manner of instruction was pleasant, consequently fair 
progress was made. The Fall or Winter Term was com- 
menced by the same teacher, and at the first examination the 
school appeared well,’ and bid fair to result in a good degree 
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of success; but from some cause the school was closed with- 
out notice to the Committee. If the interest in the school 
does not insure the presence of all who are entitled to the 
privileges, and that constantly, it is not profitable, and is in 
a greater or less degree, a waste of money. The citizens of 
the district have a duty to perform, for the material is good 
for an excellent school; and great care should be taken in the 
selection of teachers, and that they should be sustained. 

Dist. No. 4. Both terms of this school was taught by 
Miss Attiz M. Townsenp. Miss Townsenp is very thorough 
and accurate in her instruction, and makes her school lively 
and spirited, and displays much ingenuity in her various 
efforts to interest her pupils..and it is a real pleasure to visit 
her school. The school is small in numbers, but with excel- 
lent teachers and a lively interest on the part of the district 
there can be but one result,—excellent scholars. H. C. 
Piper, Esq., Superintending School Committee of Dublin, was 
present at the closing examination, and favored the school 
and visitors with practical remarks. 

Dist. No. 5. The Summer Term was taught by Miss 
Louisa C. Harpy. The teacher was earnest in her efforts, 
and was desirous of doing her duty, and a fair degree of im- 
provement was made. ‘The closing examination was very 
satisfactory. 

The Winter Term was commenced by Miss Harpy, and 
continued about ten weeks, when she decided to resign her 
charge. The teacher complained of a continued opposition to 
‘the needful rules of school. We do not attempt to place the 
blame on either party, but will say that it is one of those 
cases which could easily be remedied by the co-operation of 
the parents with the teacher. When muscular strength is re- 
quired of a female teacher, it is of little use to hope for a suc- 
eessful school. Mr. Arruur P. Frencnu of Warwick, Mass.. 
was engaged to finish the term, and through his faithfulness 
and energy the school regained, in part, what had been lost. 
On my second visit, I found the school quiet and orderly, and 
the recitations, especially the review questions, displayed a 
thoroughness which was cofamendable. 
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TEXT BOOKS. 


We are firmly of the opinion that occasional changes of 
text books would be beneficial to our schools. We know very 
well such changes are obnoxious to many, on the ground of 
expense; but if this small outlay will increase the interest of 
the pupil, it is money well expended. As we stated in a 
former report, we were convinced that a change in Geogra- 
phies was desirable ; and at the commencement of the year we 
made the change, substituting Harper’s for Warren’s series, 
and we are fully satisfied with the result. Advance has been 
made in methods of instruction which almost necessitates a 
change of some of the text books now in use, and to subserve 
these wants, it would be desirable to make a change in arith- 
metics. The book now in use has been in our schools for 
sometime. Fromexamination, we would recommend ‘‘ Green- 
leaf’s New Mathematical Series” which is being largely intro-_ 
duced in this State. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

We have made twenty-eight official visits to our schools the 
past year, and by my notes we cannot say that our schools, 
as a whole, are as good as they were last year. In the special 
reports of the different schools, it will be seen that there has 
been partial failures. And now it is our duty to take such 
measures as to prevent such results. Let there be a deter- 
mination to have good teachers, and likewise a determination 
to encourage and sustain them, or in other words, let there 
be a hearty co-operation with the teacher, and an interest in 
the success of the school. If this is done, there cannot be a 
total failure ; more or less, good will result. 

Penmanship has been taught in all the schools with good 
success, which is mainly due to a more systematic mode of 
instruction. ‘The American Educational Series of copy books 
was recommended by me, and are in use in all our schools 
with satisfactory results. 


23 


We would suggest to Dist. No. 1, the propriety of having 
two weeks of writing school prior to the Winter Term of the 
Grammar School. Penmanship has not had quite that at- 
tention which its importance deserves. 

We will take occasion to say a word in regard to No. 1 
school-house. This district has a fine, commodious house, 
but it is sadly marred, and soon will call for extensive repairs 
unless some radical measures are taken to prevent injuries. 
_ The blackboards are in a bad condition, the surfaces are rough 
and uneven, so much so as to be difficult to make a legible 
mark. ‘Those valuable adjuncts to a school-room should be 
kept in good condition. ‘The extra cost of crayons would put 
them in good repair. 3 

There is a fault with some pupils to desire to be in a class 
above their qualifications, and parents too often encourage 
this desire, without a correct knowledge of the pupil’s capacity. 
This fault has made a wreck of many a scholar. Another 
fault is the irregular attendance of some pupils; present to- 
day, absent to-morrow, thereby lose all interest in their 
studies. This is not only an injury to themselves, but serves 
as a clog to those who are classed with them. I find what I 
deem a failing with some teachers that is to make use of a 
greater variety of practical questions outside of the text-book, 
An other words, questions which would illustrate and explain 
the recitation. Too apt to confine the recitation to a certain 
number of questions constituting the lesson, and fail to find 
out whether the pupil understands the lesson. Fail also to 
add to such recitations, oral instructions and explanations, 
which render the subject of study plain and clear to the mind 
of the pupil. 

Commending the welfare of our schools to the wise liberal- 
ity and care of this community, we will terminate this report, 
and my official relations with the schools of this town, by 
thanking the various committees, teachers, and pupils, for 
their uniform kindness and courtesy the past year. 

AARON SMITH, 
Superintending School Committee. 
Harrisville, March 1, 1879. 
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